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PREFATORY NOTE 

THESE Studies are published by authority of Harvard 
University and are contributed chiefly by its instructors and 
graduates, although contributions from other sources are not 
excluded. The publication is supported by a fund of $6000, 
generously subscribed by the class of 1856. In this volume 
we publish with pleasure an article by a member of that 
class, ARTHUR Searle, Phillips Professor of Astronomy. 
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